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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 


SIR: 


Responsive to the final Office Action dated January 6, 2005 , the allowability of 
claims 8-12 and 14-21 is noted with appreciation. Reconsideration of the rejection of claims 1-7 
and 13 is requested for the reasons following. 

Applicants' claim 1 recites a piston-cylinder unit comprising a pressure tube 
formed with an end wall having an end face which faces radially inward to define a central 
opening, a piston rod extending through the opening to form a ring shaped gap between the 
piston rod and the end face, and a heat shrink sleeve extending axially into the ring shaped gap, 
enclosing the end face. 


